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A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/16/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 10/16/2008 with respect to claims 1 and 20 - 22 
have been considered but are not persuasive. 

Regarding claims 1 and 20 - 22, applicant argues that in Shimizu, a size of the 
object in the image shot by the shooting unit and a size of the object represented by the 
expected shooting state information is NOT compared. That is to say, Shimizu fails to 
disclose "guide determining unit determines whether the object should be moved close 
to said shooting unit or away from said shooting unit, by comparing a size of the object 
in the image shot by said shooting unit and a size of the object represented by the 
expected shooting state information" as recited in claim 1 of the present application. 
Therefore, claim 1 patentably distinguishes over the prior art. 

In response the examiner notes that in paragraph 0125 the size of the car is 
factored into the guided instructions on how to guide the car, also it is inherent that the 
size of the surrounding objects will be factored into the calculation on how to guide the 



Application/Control Number: 10/784,776 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2622 

car; hence as taught in paragraph 0125 during the calculation of the car to be guided, 
the car and surrounding objects size at the current position of is compared with the car 
and surrounding objects size at the final position. 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1 -2, 10- 12, 16 - 18, and 20 -22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Shimizu et al. (US PgPub 2002/0041239). 

Regarding claim 1, Shimizu et al. teaches a shooting device (paragraphs 
0109, 0136 and figures 1 - 2 item 7; camera), comprising: a shooting unit which shoots 
an object, a position of the object being movable (in figures 3-35 and more specifically 
in figures 1 - 2 the trajectory of the car is shown in the display item 8 and is considered 
the guiding information, Note: the car and the surrounding are considered the object. 
This display portion showing the car and the surrounding in which any of the items 
shown in the display can be considered the object. Also, paragraphs 0109, 0136 and 
figures 1 - 2 item 7; camera shooting the surrounding i.e. target parking position, the 
subject vehicle position, and an expected parking position also figures 3-35 and 
paragraphs 0008 et seq. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an 
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expected parking position; When the car considered the object the car is a movable 
object); an expected shooting state storing unit which stores expected shooting state 
information which represents an expected position of the object (in figures 3-35 and 
more specifically in figures 1 - 2 the trajectory of the car is shown in the display item 8 
and is considered the guiding information, Note: the car and the surrounding are 
considered the object. This display portion showing the car and the surrounding in 
which any of the items shown in the display can be considered the object. Also, 
paragraphs 0109, 0136 and figures 1 - 2 item 7; camera shooting the surrounding i.e. 
target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking position 
also figures 3-35 and paragraphs 0008 et seq. target parking position, the subject 
vehicle position, and an expected parking position; When the car considered the object 
the car is a movable object); a guide determining unit which determines how the object 
is to be guided to the expected position based on the expected shooting state 
information and an image shot by said shooting unit (paragraphs 0109 et seq. and 
figures 1 et seq., trajectory to the target parking position and expected trajectory with 
notifying means; camera shooting the surrounding i.e. target parking position, the 
subject vehicle position, and an expected parking position also figures 3-35 and 
paragraphs 0008 et seq. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an 
expected parking position); a guide instruction outputting unit which instructs how the 
object is to be guided to the expected position based on a result of the determination 
made by said guide determining unit (paragraphs 0109 et seq. and figures 1 et seq., 
trajectory to the target parking position and expected trajectory with notifying means; 
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camera shooting the surrounding i.e. target parking position, the subject vehicle 
position, and an expected parking position also figures 3-35 and paragraphs 0008 et 
seq. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking 
position); and an image outputting unit which outputs the image shot by said shooting 
unit (paragraphs 0109 et seq. and figures 1 et seq., trajectory to the target parking 
position and expected trajectory with notifying means using display i.e. paragraphs 0016 
et seq.; camera shooting the surrounding i.e. target parking position, the subject vehicle 
position, and an expected parking position also figures 3-35 and paragraphs 0008 et 
seq. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking 
position), 

said guide determining unit determines whether the object should be moved 
close to said shooting unit or away from said shooting unit, by comparing a size of the 
object in the image shot by said shooting unit and a size of the object represented by 
the expected shooting state information (paragraph 0125 the size of the car is factored 
into the guided instructions on how to guide the car, also it is inherent that the size of 
the surrounding objects will be factored into the calculation on how to guide the car; 
hence as taught in paragraph 0125 during the calculation of the car to be guided, the 
car and surrounding objects size at the current position of is compared with the car and 
surrounding objects size at the final position), and 

said guide instruction outputting unit outputs a guidance instruction for moving 
the object close to said shooting unit or moving the object away from said shooting unit, 
based on determination by said guide determining unit (paragraph 0125 the size of the 
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car is factored into the guided instructions on how to guide the car, also it is inherent 
that the size of the surrounding objects will be factored into the calculation on how to 
guide the car; hence as taught in paragraph 0125 during the calculation of the car to be 
guided, the car and surrounding objects size at the current position of is compared with 
the car and surrounding objects size at the final position). 

Regarding claim 2, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Shimizu et 
al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Shimizu et al. teaches 
that said guide determining unit determines a direction where the object is to be guided 
(paragraphs 0109 et seq. and figures 1 et seq., trajectory to the target parking position 
and expected trajectory with notifying means using display i.e. paragraphs 0016 etseq.; 
camera shooting the surrounding i.e. target parking position, the subject vehicle 
position, and an expected parking position also figures 3-35 and paragraphs 0008 et 
seq. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking 
position). 

Regarding claim 10, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Shimizu et 
al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Shimizu et al. teaches 
that the said image-outputting unit outputs the image shot by said shooting unit if said 
guide-determining unit determines that the object is not required to be guided 
(paragraph 0109; parking aid and mode on/off switch; and when off just an image 
behind a vehicle is taken). 
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Regarding claim 11, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Shimizu et 
al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Shimizu et al. teaches 
that the object possesses a certain pattern (figures 3 - 35, target parking position 
location and size/shape i.e. pattern); an amount of a pattern to be shot by said shooting 
unit is defined as the expected shooting state information (figures 3-35 and 
paragraphs 0016 et seq., target parking position location and size/shape i.e. pattern 
displayed on the monitor); and said guide determining unit determines that the object is 
not required to be guided (figure 10 item S6, if speed greater then threshold then no 
guide determined; also if S3 is not activated the process is terminated; also in figure 22 
if item S14' OR S12 produce a positive output then the guide process is terminated), if 
the amount of the pattern, which is detected from the image of the object shot by said 
shooting unit, is larger than the amount of the pattern, which is defined as the expected 
shooting state information (figure 10 item S6, if speed greater then threshold then no 
guide determined; also if S3 is not activated the process is terminated; also in figure 22 
if item S14' OR S12 produce a positive output then the guide process is terminated). 

Regarding claim 12, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Shimizu et 
al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Shimizu et al. teaches 
a detecting unit which detects a proportion of area of the image in a particular color to a 
whole area of the image shot by said shooting unit (paragraphs 0022 - 0023, 0045, 
and 0159; display color can be changed and the driver can easily recognize the notified 
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content by looking at the color of the display); said guide determining unit determines a 
direction where the object is to be guided based on a result of detection made by said 
detecting unit (paragraphs 0109 et seq. and figures 1 et seq., trajectory to the target 
parking position and expected trajectory with notifying means; camera shooting the 
surrounding i.e. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected 
parking position also figures 3-35 and paragraphs 0008 et seq. target parking position, 
the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking position). 

Regarding claim 16, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Shimizu et 
al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Shimizu et al. teaches 
that the said guide instruction outputting unit comprises a display unit, and displays a 
character string corresponding to the result of the determination made by said guide 
determining unit, on said display unit (paragraphs 0024 et seq. character string being 
displayed on the display). 

Regarding claim 17, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Shimizu et 
al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Shimizu et al. teaches 
that the said guide instruction outputting unit comprises a display unit (figure 2 item 8), 
and displays a graphic or a symbol corresponding to the result of the determination 
made by said guide determining unit, on said display unit (figure 2 item 8 and figures 4 
et seq. expected trajectory displayed on display; paragraphs 0109 et seq. and figures 1 
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et seq., trajectory to the target parking position and expected trajectory with notifying 
means. 

Regarding claim 18, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Shimizu et 
al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Shimizu et al. teaches 
that the said guide instruction outputting unit outputs voice guidance corresponding to 
the result of the determination made by said guide determining unit (paragraph 0018 - 
001 9, 0040 - 0041 ,0110 and 01 23; notifying means notifies the driver using sound). 

Regarding claim 20, Shimizu et al. teaches a method guiding an object (in 
figures 3-35 and more specifically in figures 1 - 2 the trajectory of the car is shown in 
the display item 8 and is considered the guiding information, Note: the car and the 
surrounding are considered the object. This display portion showing the car and the 
surrounding in which any of the items shown in the display can be considered the 
object, paragraphs 0109 et seq. and figures 1 et seq., trajectory to the target parking 
position and expected trajectory with notifying means; camera shooting the surrounding 
i.e. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking 
position also figures 3-35 and paragraphs 0008 et seq. target parking position, the 
subject vehicle position, and an expected parking position; When the car considered the 
object the car is a movable object) to be shot with a shooting device (paragraphs 0109, 
0136 and figures 1 - 2 item 7; camera), comprising: shooting an object with a shooting 
device, a position of the object being movable (paragraphs 0109, 0136 and figures 1 - 2 
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item 7; camera; also, in figures 3-35 and more specifically in figures 1 - 2 the trajectory 
of the car is shown in the display item 8 and is considered the guiding information, Note: 
the car and the surrounding are considered the object. This display portion showing the 
car and the surrounding in which any of the items shown in the display can be 
considered the object, paragraphs 0109 et seq. and figures 1 et seq., trajectory to the 
target parking position and expected trajectory with notifying means; camera shooting 
the surrounding i.e. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an 
expected parking position also figures 3-35 and paragraphs 0008 et seq. target 
parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking position; When 
the car considered the object the car is a movable object); determining how the object 
is to be guided based on expected shooting state information which represents an 
expected position of the object , and an image shot by the shooting device (in figures 3 
- 35 and more specifically in figures 1 - 2 the trajectory of the car is shown in the display 
item 8 and is considered the guiding information, Note: the car and the surrounding are 
considered the object. This display portion showing the car and the surrounding in 
which any of the items shown in the display can be considered the object, paragraphs 
0109 et seq. and figures 1 et seq., trajectory to the target parking position and expected 
trajectory with notifying means; camera shooting the surrounding i.e. target parking 
position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking position also figures 3 - 
35 and paragraphs 0008 et seq. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, 
and an expected parking position; When the car considered the object the car is a 
movable object); and outputting a guide instruction of how the object is to be guided to 
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the expected position based on a result of the determination (paragraphs 0109 et seq. 
and figures 1 et seq., trajectory to the target parking position and expected trajectory 
with notifying means using display i.e. paragraphs 0016 et seq.; camera shooting the 
surrounding i.e. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected 
parking position also figures 3-35 and paragraphs 0008 et seq. target parking position, 
the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking position); 

wherein whether the object should be moved close to the shooting unit or away 
from the shooting unit is determined, by comparing a size of the object in the image shot 
by the shooting unit and a size of the object represented by the expected shooting state 
information (paragraph 0125 the size of the car is factored into the guided instructions 
on how to guide the car, also it is inherent that the size of the surrounding objects will be 
factored into the calculation on how to guide the car; hence as taught in paragraph 0125 
during the calculation of the car to be guided, the car and surrounding objects size at 
the current position of is compared with the car and surrounding objects size at the final 
position), and 

a guidance instruction for moving the object close to the shooting unit or moving 
the object away from the shooting unit is output, based on a comparing result 
(paragraph 0125 the size of the car is factored into the guided instructions on how to 
guide the car, also it is inherent that the size of the surrounding objects will be factored 
into the calculation on how to guide the car; hence as taught in paragraph 0125 during 
the calculation of the car to be guided, the car and surrounding objects size at the 
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current position of is compared with the car and surrounding objects size at the final 
position). 

Regarding claim 21, Shimizu et al. teaches a method of shooting an object (in 
figures 3-35 and more specifically in figures 1 - 2 the trajectory of the car is shown in 
the display item 8 and is considered the guiding information, Note: the car and the 
surrounding are considered the object. This display portion showing the car and the 
surrounding in which any of the items shown in the display can be considered the 
object, paragraphs 0109 et seq. and figures 1 et seq., trajectory to the target parking 
position and expected trajectory with notifying means; camera shooting the surrounding 
i.e. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking 
position also figures 3-35 and paragraphs 0008 et seq. target parking position, the 
subject vehicle position, and an expected parking position; When the car considered the 
object the car is a movable object) with a shooting device (paragraphs 0109, 0136 and 
figures 1 - 2 item 7; camera), comprising: a first step of shooting an object with a 
shooting device, a position of the object being movable (paragraphs 0109, 0136 and 
figures 1 - 2 item 7; camera; Also, in figures 3-35 and more specifically in figures 1 - 2 
the trajectory of the car is shown in the display item 8 and is considered the guiding 
information, Note: the car and the surrounding are considered the object. This display 
portion showing the car and the surrounding in which any of the items shown in the 
display can be considered the object, paragraphs 0109 et seq. and figures 1 et seq., 
trajectory to the target parking position and expected trajectory with notifying means; 
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camera shooting the surrounding i.e. target parking position, the subject vehicle 
position, and an expected parking position also figures 3-35 and paragraphs 0008 et 
seq. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking 
position; When the car considered the object the car is a movable object); a second 
step of determining how the object is to be guided based on expected shooting state 
information which represents an expected position of the object, and an image shot by 
the shooting device (in figures 3-35 and more specifically in figures 1 - 2 the trajectory 
of the car is shown in the display item 8 and is considered the guiding information 
paragraphs 0016 et seq., Note: the car and the surrounding are considered the object. 
This display portion showing the car and the surrounding in which any of the items 
shown in the display can be considered the object, paragraphs 0109 et seq. and figures 
1 et seq., trajectory to the target parking position and expected trajectory with notifying 
means; camera shooting the surrounding i.e. target parking position, the subject vehicle 
position, and an expected parking position also figures 3-35 and paragraphs 0008 et 
seq. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking 
position; When the car considered the object the car is a movable object); a third step 
of outputting a guide instruction of how the object is to be guided to the expected 
position based on a result of the determination (in figures 3-35 and more specifically in 
figures 1 - 2 the trajectory of the car is shown in the display item 8 and is considered the 
guiding information paragraphs 0016 et seq., Note: the car and the surrounding are 
considered the object. This display portion showing the car and the surrounding in 
which any of the items shown in the display can be considered the object, paragraphs 
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0109 et seq. and figures 1 et seq., trajectory to the target parking position and expected 
trajectory with notifying means; camera shooting the surrounding i.e. target parking 
position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking position also figures 3 - 
35 and paragraphs 0008 et seq. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, 
and an expected parking position; When the car considered the object the car is a 
movable object); and a fourth step of repeating the first through the third steps until it is 
determined that the object is not required to be guided (in figures 3-35 and more 
specifically in figures 1 - 2 the trajectory of the car is shown in the display item 8 and is 
considered the guiding information paragraphs 0016 et seq., Note: the car and the 
surrounding are considered the object. This display portion showing the car and the 
surrounding in which any of the items shown in the display can be considered the 
object, paragraphs 0109 et seq. and figures 1 et seq., trajectory to the target parking 
position and expected trajectory with notifying means; camera shooting the surrounding 
i.e. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking 
position also figures 3-35 and paragraphs 0008 et seq. target parking position, the 
subject vehicle position, and an expected parking position; When the car considered the 
object the car is a movable object); 

wherein whether the object should be moved close to the shooting unit or away 
from the shooting unit is determined, by comparing a size of the object in the image shot 
by the shooting unit and a size of the object represented by the expected shooting state 
information, in the second step (paragraph 0125 the size of the car is factored into the 
guided instructions on how to guide the car, also it is inherent that the size of the 
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surrounding objects will be factored into the calculation on how to guide the car; hence 
as taught in paragraph 0125 during the calculation of the car to be guided, the car and 
surrounding objects size at the current position of is compared with the car and 
surrounding objects size at the final position), and 

a guidance instruction for moving the object close to the shooting unit or moving 
the object away from the shooting unit is output, based on a comparing result, in the 
third step (paragraph 0125 the size of the car is factored into the guided instructions on 
how to guide the car, also it is inherent that the size of the surrounding objects will be 
factored into the calculation on how to guide the car; hence as taught in paragraph 0125 
during the calculation of the car to be guided, the car and surrounding objects size at 
the current position of is compared with the car and surrounding objects size at the final 
position). 

Regarding claim 22, Shimizu et al. teaches a shooting device (paragraphs 0109, 
0136 and figures 1 - 2 item 7; camera; also in figures 3-35 and more specifically in 
figures 1 - 2 the trajectory of the car is shown in the display item 8 and is considered the 
guiding information paragraphs 0016 et seq., Note: the car and the surrounding are 
considered the object. This display portion showing the car and the surrounding in 
which any of the items shown in the display can be considered the object, paragraphs 
0109 et seq. and figures 1 et seq., trajectory to the target parking position and expected 
trajectory with notifying means; camera shooting the surrounding i.e. target parking 
position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking position also figures 3 - 
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35 and paragraphs 0008 et seq. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, 
and an expected parking position; When the car considered the object the car is a 
movable object), comprising: shooting means for shooting an object, a position of the 
object being movable (in figures 3-35 and more specifically in figures 1 - 2 the 
trajectory of the car is shown in the display item 8 and is considered the guiding 
information paragraphs 0016 et seq., Note: the car and the surrounding are considered 
the object. This display portion showing the car and the surrounding in which any of the 
items shown in the display can be considered the object, paragraphs 0109 et seq. and 
figures 1 et seq., trajectory to the target parking position and expected trajectory with 
notifying means; camera shooting the surrounding i.e. target parking position, the 
subject vehicle position, and an expected parking position also figures 3-35 and 
paragraphs 0008 et seq. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an 
expected parking position; When the car considered the object the car is a movable 
object); storing means for storing expected shooting state information which represents 
an expected position of the object (in figures 3-35 and more specifically in figures 1 - 2 
the trajectory of the car is shown in the display item 8 and is considered the guiding 
information paragraphs 0016 et seq., Note: the car and the surrounding are considered 
the object. This display portion showing the car and the surrounding in which any of the 
items shown in the display can be considered the object, paragraphs 0109 et seq. and 
figures 1 et seq., trajectory to the target parking position and expected trajectory with 
notifying means; camera shooting the surrounding i.e. target parking position, the 
subject vehicle position, and an expected parking position also figures 3-35 and 
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paragraphs 0008 et seq. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an 
expected parking position; When the car considered the object the car is a movable 
object); guide determining means for determining how the object is to be guided to the 
expected position based on the expected shooting state information and an image shot 
by said shooting means (in figures 3-35 and more specifically in figures 1 - 2 the 
trajectory of the car is shown in the display item 8 and is considered the guiding 
information paragraphs 0016 et seq., Note: the car and the surrounding are considered 
the object. This display portion showing the car and the surrounding in which any of the 
items shown in the display can be considered the object, paragraphs 0109 et seq. and 
figures 1 et seq., trajectory to the target parking position and expected trajectory with 
notifying means; camera shooting the surrounding i.e. target parking position, the 
subject vehicle position, and an expected parking position also figures 3-35 and 
paragraphs 0008 et seq. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an 
expected parking position; When the car considered the object the car is a movable 
object); guide instruction outputting means for instructing how the object is to be guided 
to the expected position based on a result of the determination made by said guide 
determining means (in figures 3-35 and more specifically in figures 1 - 2 the trajectory 
of the car is shown in the display item 8 and is considered the guiding information 
paragraphs 0016 et seq., Note: the car and the surrounding are considered the object. 
This display portion showing the car and the surrounding in which any of the items 
shown in the display can be considered the object, paragraphs 0109 et seq. and figures 
1 et seq., trajectory to the target parking position and expected trajectory with notifying 
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means; camera shooting the surrounding i.e. target parking position, the subject vehicle 
position, and an expected parking position also figures 3-35 and paragraphs 0008 et 
seq. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking 
position; When the car considered the object the car is a movable object); and image 
outputting means for outputting the image shot by said shooting means (paragraphs 
0109 et seq. and figures 1 et seq., trajectory to the target parking position and expected 
trajectory with notifying means using display i.e. paragraphs 0016 et seq.; camera 
shooting the surrounding i.e. target parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an 
expected parking position also figures 3-35 and paragraphs 0008 et seq. target 
parking position, the subject vehicle position, and an expected parking position); 

wherein said guide determining means determines whether the object should be 
moved close to said shooting means or away from said shooting means, by comparing 
a size of the object in the image shot by said shooting means and a size of the object 
represented by the expected shooting state information (paragraph 0125 the size of the 
car is factored into the guided instructions on how to guide the car, also it is inherent 
that the size of the surrounding objects will be factored into the calculation on how to 
guide the car; hence as taught in paragraph 0125 during the calculation of the car to be 
guided, the car and surrounding objects size at the current position of is compared with 
the car and surrounding objects size at the final position), and 

said guide instruction outputting means outputs a guidance instruction for moving 
the object close to said shooting means or moving the object away from said shooting 
means, based on determination by said guide determining means (paragraph 0125 the 
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size of the car is factored into the guided instructions on how to guide the car, also it is 
inherent that the size of the surrounding objects will be factored into the calculation on 
how to guide the car; hence as taught in paragraph 0125 during the calculation of the 
car to be guided, the car and surrounding objects size at the current position of is 
compared with the car and surrounding objects size at the final position). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shimizu 
et al. (US PgPub 2002/0041239) in view of Shimazaki et al. (US PgPub. 
2002/0198634). 

Regarding claim 19, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1 Shimizu et 
al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 

However, Shimizu et al. fails to teach that the said guide instruction-outputting 
unit generates stereophonic sound corresponding to the result of the determination 
made by said guide determining unit. Shimazaki et al., on the other hand teaches a 
guide instruction-outputting unit generates stereophonic sound corresponding to the 
result of the determination made by said guide determining unit. 
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More specifically, Shimazaki et al. teaches a guide instruction-outputting unit 
generates stereophonic sound corresponding to the result of the determination made by 
said guide determining unit (paragraph 0029). 

Therefor, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would 
have found it obvious to use the stereophonic sound of Shimazaki et al. in an audio 
system in Shimizu et al. invention of to create a pleasant and natural impression of 
sound heard from various directions, as in natural hearing. 

Conclusion 

All claims are drawn to the same invention claimed in the application prior to the 
entry of the submission under 37 CFR 1.114 and could have been finally rejected on the 
grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had been entered in the 
application prior to entry under 37 CFR 1.114. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE 
FINAL even though it is a first action after the filing of a request for continued 
examination and the submission under 37 CFR 1.114. See MPEP § 706.07(b). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Usman Khan whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1131. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thru 6:45-4:15; Fri 6:45-3:15 or 
Alt. Fri off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Usman Khan/ /David L. Ometz/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 2622 

Usman Khan 
12/24/2008 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 



